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How does disaster 
grantmaking fit into your 
overall grantmaking and 

CSR strategies? 

Peer-to-Peer 
Discussion 



Grantmaking Strategy Considerations 



Engaging Local  

Teams 
 



Local organizations know 

their communities and will 

be there for the long haul. 

Community 

Communities need flexible 

capital for immediate relief 

through long-term recovery. 

Trust-based 

Strengthen civil society 

in disaster-affected areas. 

Resilience  



“It’s up to the community to figure 
out the solutions that will work for 

their community.” 

SARA BROWN 
Coalition for the Homeless of Houston/Harris County 



Timing of  
Engagement + Grantee 

Capacity 
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Capacity 

Immediate Relief  
Mid- &  

Long-Term Support 



Opportunities for Innovation 



COUNCIL ON FOUNDATIONS 

Moved by widely publicized human suffering and increased 
disaster aid requests, foundations and corporations are 

becoming more active in the disaster relief field.  
 

Grantmakers have a distinct role to play in disasters because of 

their ongoing relations with grantees, long-term perspective, 
flexibility and convening capacity. 



Our evolving 
point of view 

•  Community-led 
•  Underserved 
•  Risk mitigation  

& resilience 
•  Climate change 
•  Innovation 

 





$30B 
Disaster-related 

giving  

8% 
Funds directed at 

resilience measures 

5% 
Funds allocated for 

disaster preparedness 



$1 → $6 
Every $1 invested in preparedness and mitigation 

saves $6 in disaster recovery costs* 

 

 
*Pew Charitable  



Discussion 



Effective Grantmaking  
 When + How to engage 


